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CEQRANDIM
SUBJZCT: M{litary Suppiies for NHorth Kores

LT NgIoNG

The Morih Xorean AT=y was equipped almos: entirely with Soviet
aguipzent prior to the invasion of South Korsa and the resupply ol these
forces sipce Juae bas been almogt exclusively irom Soviet sources. Tha
zajor part of the petroleum progucte, militery eouipment and acmunition
new being supplied by the USSR to North Xovea 13 sent from the Viadivostck |
ares, which prcbably serves as both an originating and transshipment
Point for these fiems. Trensport intd Korea is by rail or aea through
such northeast Korsan centers as Najin and Chengjin, .

The materiel requirements of North XKoresn units are oaly a frac-
tion of those of the U3, and the trunsportation Lacilities availabla to
vae North orsans, while damaged by UN maval and air attucks, aze atill
able with improvised arrengements to moet the neads of fromt-lins forces
though not permitiing the accuwzulation of resarves, The econany of the
Tasr srees, however, has been ssverely sirained because of ths diaruption
of vail and highwey voutes, " .

The concentratlons of réil traffic north of Seoul sppear t0 be
lerzest on the east coant, indicating a zajor part of the qupolies en-
taring Korza probably comes from the- Viadivostok ares by water or from
the USSH via Rarbin-Tvmen by rail. Cosstal shippinz'is aiso heaviast
on the east coast; on'the other hand, through higiway trefric north of
-Tezu) appearg to be heqyiexl on the wsst coast. . .

The Horth Korsuns have adequate Indipencus supplies of foodstubPs. .o o F
Although the supply of winter uniforms ray becaze a mrobles for the Ferth
Zoraens, It Is probeble that minimal raguirements will be pet. Horth
Xorea produces no' peirolewn, but POL suppliea from the Soviet Union ure
tdaquate. The rosupply of uait equipment, whieh has been adaquate to
daze, will deperd move on transportation evailability within Xorea than
o2 the abllity of the Soviet Union %o replenish North Koresn forces
Iroa gtooks in the Soviet Fer Zest aid Vanchuris, The supply of ammu-
niiton to the North Horeana appesrs adequate to support the present
loval of operations, bat it is uznlikely taat significant srmunition
Teservey are baing built up primarily because of trensportation afffi..
cxlties to the forwvard areas. : ‘ '

HARRY 5. TRU;\J.\N LIBRAlRY
Papers oif 5T President's
Sucretary's File {P5F)




The Peopla’s Arny ‘of Horth Kores was orizinally egquippad with sur-
resdered and ceptursd Japanese materiel. The initial supply of Suviet arse
and muipzant probably cams from the stocks of the Sovist ocoupation unite.
Tre USSR reportedly egresd to equip »ix diviglons and seven 'peace proser—
vation" units betTasn 20 MAY 1949 and 27 Nay 1950. In additlon, there hes
besna during 1950 2 scbstantial flow of Soviet equipoent, ineluding rdlitary-
type vehicles (at a rate of at least 130 per ronth), medical sugplies,
prtroleun producis, blankets and "specigl clothing."

Resupply of materiel since 25 Jung 1930 has come elmost exclusively
from the USSA. The large stockpiles of war materials that were astablished
sithin the Maritime Military Diatrict of tha USSR in preparation for opare- .
tions against Japanese forees in }anchurisa in 1945 probably represent an
important source for the coniimuing resupply of the North Xorean Army. In
addition, pateriel dutrpa have unfoubtedly Dae. built up by the USSR in
¥orth Kores: and Manchuria, os well as the Soviet Far Esst, durisg the post-
wer period. - )

Thare have been apecific reports of shipueats from the USSR to Norih
Xores of such 1tsms as GAZ “jeBpa" (266 were reporied to have besn ghippad
in ons day) and other vehicles, tires, itoes of rallroad equipment, “special
closhing" (uniforms?) and medical suppliss durisg July and August.

Trusk convoys have recently been reported zoving from Nanstwrda Into
Korea. An additional inddostien of logistic support froz the Pairen or -
" Antuny areas is the barge ectivity observed on the Korean vest coast. It
i3 possible that Soviet materiel intendsd for the Chinese has boen diverted

.‘_-.‘ +o 4ha North Koreans.

Tee Aaily supply requivemsnts of the average North Horean combat
division ere telieved to total only aboat 70 tons. According to
jiorth Xorean logistic planning tablss, the tonnage which must be
put doma in forvard arsas by liorth Korean supply and transport
egencies is probably only . sbout ome-tenth of the 18 logistic require—
ment. ' :

Ths over-all capacisy of rersen tranipsrt taciditieg, despita
its extrece vulrersbility to atiacl because of the large mexter of
nridges and iunnels, iz still consllerably greeter than the enewy's

_ velatively srall supply rajuireperts. Tre sxtraordinary abilisy of
ihe Yoeth Foroans to sboard dlsrupiion of the transportition notwory
iy annannid Loanelr szpncing to fonsovisa toairpnet ovar ahort
lines of caztunication torouzd the exploitaiion of thair large ane
PITAL rOSOUreas.
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B. g8 and M

Supplies are baing moved from North Korea to forvard arsss by
all available means. Aerial reconnaissance has revealed that the
greatest rail traffie is on the eaztl coast lins, running frem the
Korean-Wanchurian-Soviet bordar through the ajJor eest coast Xorean
ports to Wonsan end tlence acrogs 1o Seoul. This suggests that
Soviet logistic support is being provided in quantity by weier to
Horth Korean poris for transshblpment by rall fron the Vladlvostok
area, or by rail via the Harbin-Tusen line. Considarable traffie
in leseer volure has also been observed on the west coast line
fron Sinud ju on the Lazehurian border to Pyongyang and Seoul.

Soze of this west coast traffic origioaies in Central Siberia or
Viestern USSR. South of Seoul, rail traeffic has besn sporadic,
moving largely at night, and through rell iraffic bas probsbly
not been possible in recant weeks, orise to the substantiel number
of bridges dacaged or destroyed. Segzonts of the two main pail
linas in South Korea are still in opsration, however, utilicine
whataver equipment and repalr facilitiss are aveiladls in the
arcas betvesn destroyed bridges. .

The dolk of the through Hoith Xopsan truck traffic observed
recantly has been moving alung the west coast. Severzl larze
truck convoys have been observed moving southward between the
Manchurian-Korean border and Pyongyeng. After delivery, these
trucks w111 undoubtedly Yemain i{n North Xorea. Trucks ars also
belisved to be used sxtensively for the transshipeent of supplies
Tfrom railbaads to those fooward areas where rall jines are eithar
non-existent or inoperadle. Truck rovemsnts are being Buppleented
o1 & reletively lerge soels by use of hopen cexavens and by snimpsl-
drawm carts and vehicles. - . - .

+ w._.North Xorean shipping vperations have been Shserved both north
and south of iha 3Bth parellal and have been on 8 falrly lapge = ... = 1.2~
scale on both coasts, particularly the easterncoast where there
are several Korean ports cloge to Viadivoetok vhich are not subject
to the I bYlookade. Trafflec consists largely of & variety of small
eraft which pove southward along the coast, primerily at night,
using emall harbora, {nieta and islands as staging points ead trans-
shipment centars, A few larger vessels of wnidentified naticpality
have algo engaged in thia txefficg, . :
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1. Feod

The dsily ration for front line North Yorean troops ie estimated at
1ess +hen 1 pound per man. The aotual supply of food within the area
presently occupied by North Korean forces is more than adequate %2 gup-
Ply the overall nzeds of an arry of 200,000 for an extended cazpeign of
s year or more. This is predisatad-on North Koresn abllity to hold and
harvest the rich grain erops now maturing in scuthwestern Xorea. Addi-
tional foodstuffs are svailable froo the relatively large Korean fish .
gateh and from the vagetabla erops. '

2, GClothing

liorth Korean irports from the USSR, cozbined with stockpiliag of
uniforcs and further restrictions upon eivilian use, will provide mini-
mun needs of the armed forces for cotton textiles. The provigion of
winter uniterms will present_a more serious problenm, although it is
proheble that the miniwal winter clothing requiremsnts will be cet.

3. Patroleun Products

Tt 1s estimated that the North Xorean Army presently requires 16
tong of POL products per division daily. Horth XKorean i-ddgencus POL
yescurces ars prociically nil. A large rafinery in Wemsan, built to

_ prosess 1} million barrels of crude oil anmually, and 8 large petrdleum
storage =ree north of Wonsan hava been reported almost totally desiroyed.

S ™he gupply of .potroleum products in the USSR ani satellites is ada-
© zuate 1o mest requiremsnis and io permit stockpiling. It is velievead
tkat 1} million metr{ic tons hove been stocipiled along the Trens-Siborian
A9iTroad and in tho sout“ern Laritime Province. The support of tha North
¥orean forces with petrcleun produsts therafore constitit=s only & small
drain on these stockd ard is a question of transportation rather than

aveiladility within the Orbit. . :

Althouph a few tankers have besn ohserved by reconnaissance In
Forcan wnters, the considsradle number of railvay tank cars observed
£1any the east coest Line in Korea guggests that patroleun supplies are
prizarily transporied in sceller vegserls Fros Tladivosiok to ucrtheastorn
Forean ports mot subjast to the UY blockadle, and thance trernsloaded for
:gwa::.ent southernsrd by rallwey tenk cers Bnd f{rally in amadler contazinars

Yy Iruck.

L. Epih Raciveesnt

The quantities of conbai equipnent expandsd by the Yorth Korefn arny
seing the past 10 waeks 1s an aloost cerialn inaication that crdnance is
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being supplied cm a contiouing basis from sources cutside Eorea. ' Intelld-
genze reports do not indicate pra-invasion stockpiling of unit equipment .
of a magnitude required to support current operations. {(There have been
¢ondirced reports of new trucks captursd with only 200-300 X on the ‘
speedometers,) Estivates indicate that sioeks of materiel in Soviet ter-
ritory olose to Korea are sufficlently lerge 1o permit reswpply of the
Peopla's Army, out thers has bean no intelifgence to indicate the ancunts
involved, or the trensport used. It is conoluded, however, that Nopth
Yoresn unit equipment resupply, liie petroleun resupply, depends wpon
North Xorean ability to keep open and gaintein adsquete transport 1o the
zone of coobat. o B

5.  Ammnitlion

The North Xoreans are able to produce 1imitad quantities of Soviet- - .-
. typs small arms, hand gremades, wortar ammpition, and possibly artillery
shells snd is lergely depandent upon the USSY Tor its azmunition SuppLY.
Air attacks have undoubtedly increased tais dependence. In the approaches ’
to Inshon Barver, 200 pound megrnetic type rines, o0 item mot manufacturable
ia Xorsa, have bsan reported. Furtheroors, Soviet manufastured fragoent -
Yors bave been delivered to Xorea. : T .

Acgurdtion shipments to the Yorean front, totaling at least 7,000 tons, |
ware mads in 1ste August and early Septexber at an average daily rate of
330 tozs. A North Korean cotbet division is estimated to require about
14 tons of ammunition &aily, so that inowm shipments in this pericd would
support 8 eanemy divisjons. There 1s avidence, morsover, that the aggragate
quantity of ammunition’'actuslly moved to forvard arcas in Jeptegber con-
sidersbly axceedsd 750 tons per day. It appears 1ixely, therefcrs, thad '
the relatively low level of North Korean ampundtion requiremo:.:s is being
net. . - [ .' ) e
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